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CHARACTER AND SERVICE THROUGH SUFFERING. 



In the earlier periods of history men regarded the suffering 

which came to every individual as divine punishment for his own 

sin. Particularly among the Hebrews, with their 

Discovery of deep religious consciousness and high ethical ideals, 

the Principle ^{ s view prevailed. But the inadequacy and erro- 
of Vicarious r r . . . ., 

Suffering neousness of this belief became increasingly evident. 

With the trying experiences of the Babylonian exile 
the better conception of suffering was apprehended, and the 
greatest souls of Israel expressed their new thought in the book 
of Job and in the second portion of Isaiah, chaps. 40-66. It 
was not that sin does not bring suffering as its necessary con- 
sequence and proper punishment. Then as now, and always, 
this must be the case. But the fact became recognized that the 
suffering produced by sin affected more persons than the sinner 
himself. So that the amount of suffering which one endured 
was not in proportion to his own wickedness, or an inheritance 
from sinful parents ; there was an added element of suffering 
which was determined by the degree in which one entered into 
the lives of others and of the race. The faithful remnant of the 
Hebrew nation suffered in the exile for the sins of their nation ; 
and from this experience they learned that vicarious suffering is 
a principle of human existence. 

In Jesus this principle found its complete embodiment and 
perfect expression. The prophetic description of vicarious suf- 
fering (Isa. 53: 1-12) was fulfilled in him, and he taught that 
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not only he, but all men with him, must pass through this 

mysterious experience. Among the people to whom Jesus 

spoke the earlier false conception still obtained : 

This Principle su ff e ring belonged to the sinful, and according to 

Tauqht and ,, , ., . ., ... . . 

_ the measure ot their sin, so that the more holy one 

By Jesus was > the less suffering he had to endure. The logi- 

cal conclusion would therefore be that the Messiah, 
God's own anointed, would be free from suffering. And this 
was, in fact, the current opinion of Jesus' contemporaries, who 
disregarded the teaching of Isaiah, chaps. 40-66. As a conse- 
quence, Jesus found it difficult to explain to them his conception 
of what the Messiah should be and do. He sought to correct 
their general idea of suffering, as we see in Luke 13: 1-5 and 
John 9: 1-3. And with reference to himself, he endeavored to 
prepare them to understand that the Messiah was to be a suffer- 
ing Messiah (Mark 8:31-37 ; 9: 31 f.; 10: 33 f.). It is not strange 
that they could not at once comprehend the principle, for it was 
so new to them and so opposed to their inherited thought. But 
when the crisis came, and the disciples grasped the idea that 
Jesus had triumphed even over death, they saw his meaning. 
That it behooved the Messiah to suffer (Luke 24 : 26), and that 
they must share his sufferings, became cardinal doctrines of 
their belief. Thereby the principle of vicarious suffering was 
fully established in gospel thought and teaching. 

The New Testament writings are full of testimony to the 

fact that this better view of suffering had found full recognition 

among the Christians. The mystery as to why 

The Christians there should be vicarious suffering was still unex- 

Understood plained, but the use which God intended it to serve 
the Sufferings . 

of Their ln *- ne wo^d was now c l ear - Suffering because ot 

Messiah and in behalf of others is a divine means of growth, 

promoting the well-being of man (Heb. 12:11). 
Through it the heart is purified of unworthy feelings, selfish 
purposes are removed from the mind, the spirit is brought into 
communion with God, and the universal brotherhood of men is 
set on its way to realization. The sufferings of Christ were 
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seen to be, not a punishment for sins of which he was guilty, 
since he was sinless (John 8 : 46 ; 2 Cor. 5:21; 1 Pet. 2 : 22); 
but the sharing of human miseries and the enduring of the 
abuse of men, for the sake of lifting men to the ideal of their 
existence. The unceasing conflict between evil and good, 
physical and spiritual, actual and ideal, had necessarily to find 
its climax around him who came to expel the lower and estab- 
lish the higher kind of life. Jesus suffered at the hands of men 
because he was good and they were bad, because he upheld a 
human ideal which they rejected, and because in their wilful- 
ness, conceit, and self-sufficiency the Jewish people as a whole 
would not receive his message of divine love and human duty. 
Faithful to his mission, Jesus could not yield his conception of 
truth and obligation to theirs (Phil. 2:8). Therefore persecu- 
tion, repudiation, and crucifixion followed. As he himself said, 
he came not to be served, but to serve, and to give his life in 
the fulfilment of this service for men (Mark 10:45). These 
things the disciples understood, and it was an essential element 
of their teaching to explain the historical and providential 
reasons for the sufferings of their Messiah. 

In this service to men, filled with suffering, Jesus attained 

his own perfection of character. If this thought is explicitly 

given only in the epistle to the Hebrews (Heb. 

Jesus Was 2:9, 10; 5:8, 9), it is yet not inconsistent with 

Made Perfect the synoptic view of Christ. That Jesus achieved a 

THROUGH J r 

Suffering character of perfect holiness through a life of com- 

plete obedience to God's will seems to be the his- 
torical fact as set forth in the New Testament. Little is recorded 
of the thirty years of his private life, but what he was at the 
time when he entered upon his public ministry is the evidence 
as to what his preceding life must have been. On the negative 
side, of sinlessness, his entire holiness was achieved through his 
triumph over all human temptations (Luke 2:52; Heb. 2:18; 
4:1555:8). On the positive side, of doing good, his perfect 
character was achieved through the rendering of that complete 
service to others which is the ideal for every man. Then in his 
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public ministry and death Jesus supplemented his private life by 
a career which continued the perfect holiness and service of the 
earlier period, and added also the peculiar service of the mes- 
sianic work. To this unique achievement suffering was, by the 
providence of God, a constant means. No one has suffered as 
he suffered ; yet he was innocent. The sufferings he endured 
came from the sin and perversity of men about him. He thus 
became the personification and type of vicarious suffering, and 
in his achievement is shown the mission of vicarious suffering in 
the world. 

But Jesus did not rest satisfied with teaching that it behooved 

him as Messiah to suffer. He was equally earnest to teach that 

it behooved the disciples of the Messiah to suffer 

is ollowbrs ijk ew j se -t; him alone was it appointed by God 
Must Suffer rr J 

with Him to perform the messianic work ; nevertheless, other 

men must render a similar service to the world, 
continuing the ministry which he inaugurated. So Paul con- 
ceived that the sufferings which he and many Christians endured 
were of the same class as the sufferings of Christ (2 Cor. 1:5; 
Rom. 8:17; Phil. 3 : 10 ; Col. 1 : 24, cf. 1 Pet. 4:13). The suffer- 
ings of master and (in part) of disciples were vicarious, caused by 
the same conflict of wrong against right, of error against truth. 
As the followers of Jesus continued his teaching, so they had to 
meet similar persecution, repudiation, and martyrdom. There- 
fore Jesus said : " If any man would come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me. For whosoever 
would save his life shall lose it, and whosoever shall lose his life 
for my sake and the gospel's shall save it" (Mark 8 : 34 f. ; 
Matt. 16 : 24 f.; Luke 9 : 23 f.). In this saying of Jesus lies one 
of the unique elements of Jesus' life and teaching. He has 
often been misunderstood, as though he taught disregard of 
self. This, however, is inconceivable. He taught that a man 
must make the most of himself, completely fulfilling the possi- 
bilities which God has placed within him ; that only in this way 
can he attain the ideal of character (Matt. 5 : 3-12), and render 
to his fellow-men the ideal of service (Matt. 5 : 13-16). 
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This achievement can only be reached in the midst of and 

through sufferings. As Jesus suffered in establishing the divine 

message and ideal among men, so his followers 

he ° 07R ' NE must suffer in carrying forward his work. The cup 

of the Cross " J 6 r 

which he drank they must drink (Mark 10 : 38 f. ) . 

They must live a life of sincere and complete devotion to the 
kingdom of God (Matt. 6: 33). They must go where he leads, 
follow his example, proclaim his message, share his reproach 
(Heb. 13:13; 11:26; 1 Pet. 4:14), enter into the sufferings 
which men inflicted upon him. "If they persecuted me," Jesus 
said, "they will also persecute you" (John 15 : 20). This is 
the "doctrine of the cross" as it pertains to the life of men. 
With trust and patience we are to endure all privations and suf- 
ferings which in our environment attend the living and the 
spreading of the gospel. Is it easier now to be good and to do 
good than it was in Jesus' day ? That may well be doubted ; 
certainly it is not now easy. The gate is still narrow, and the 
way strait, which leads unto life (Matt. 7:14). To the true 
Christian every day brings trials to bear, and contempt, ridicule, 
calumny, or abuse to endure, for the sake of the kingdom ; one's 
life within and without is a constant battleground in the conflict 
between the flesh and the spirit, the evil and the good, the false 
and the true. The disciples of Christ today suffer, as the first 
disciples suffered, from the animalism, inertia, selfishness, self- 
sufficiency, and pride of the mass of men — suffer at the hands 
of, but also for the salvation of, these men, to bring them to the 
recognition and attainment of the highest individual and social 
good. 

Within the past month we have witnessed among us one of 
the sad tragedies of history. The suffering even to death of 

President McKinley was in the truest sense vicari- 
The Martyrdom us. Assassination was directed against him solely 
of resident ag ^g c hief representative of the government of the 
McKinley American people. This nation aims to embody in 

its political and social organization the principles 
and the spirit of Christianity, to accomplish the actual brother- 
hood of men within its borders, and to secure as rapidly as 
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possible to all its citizens the rights, privileges, and blessings 
which pertain to humanity in its ideal conception. But it is not 
strange that this purpose of our government should be unknown 
to ignorant immigrants from Europe who find a refuge here from 
oppressive and class-ridden governments abroad; nor that by such 
men the power of our government should be misunderstood as 
to its ability to effect its purpose at once and in full. To such 
ignorance and misconception this tragedy was due. 

In his four years as president of the United States, William 
McKinley consummated a long career of sincere and useful ser- 
vice to his country. Throughout his life he was a genuine and 
devout Christian, whose one wish was to do the will of God as 
revealed in Christ, and to accomplish that God's will should be 
done in the world. This was the thought and prayer even of his 
dying words. His efforts were continually directed with love, 
energy, and wisdom to secure the happiness and welfare of 
every person who came within his influence. In the conflicts of 
political opinion which waged about him, the sincerity of his 
motives, the high ideal of the office intrusted to him, and his 
devotion to the whole people were seldom questioned. The suf- 
ferings, therefore, through which he passed at Buffalo were in 
no degree deserved by him or brought on by him personally. 
He died a martyr to the cause of order, right, and truth ; he will 
receive a martyr's honor. Both his character and his service 
were perfected in those seven days of anguish. May his vicari- 
ous sufferings have that purifying and uplifting influence upon 
our nation which martyrdom in God's providence has never 
failed to bring, so that good government and the Christian 
brotherhood of men shall through President McKinley have 
received a might)- impulse toward complete realization. 



